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enemy, while Charles's nephew William, the
young Prince of Orange and future King of
England, was restored to the Statholdership of the
Republic, jrorn which he had been excluded for
twenty years by the Grand Pensionary, John de
Witt. The conduct of the war was blamed on this
man by an exasperated population, and his death
by assassination, which followed inevitably, at
last enabled England and the States of Holland
to enter into a family alliance. By February 1674,
England's share in the war was formally concluded
by the Treaty of London, and for the eleven re-
maining years of his reign Charles played no active
part in the field of foreign affairs. Three years
later, on the sist of October, 1677, the marriage
of William to his first cousin Mary, the eldest
child of the Duke of York and his first wife, Anne
Hyde, terminated for ever the hostilities between
the two nations. The struggle between France
and Holland on the Continent was, however, pro-
longed for a further period of four years after the
Treaty of London. At last, after months of
plotting and counter-plotting at the Hague
between the English envoys and Prince William -
during which Charles, on account of his constantly
renewed secret agreements with Louis XIV,
found himself very awkwardly involved, and, in
his tricky attempts to serve his nephew and his